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Abstract : This paper reports on a doctoral research project using narrative inquiry to investigate the stories of twelve
national Tertiary Teaching Excellence Award winners in New Zealand. Preliminary findings highlight awardees’ views on their
identity, their professional practice, and on what they consider to be excellence in tertiary teaching. The research also reports
on common themes in the personal qualities that awardees describe, and on what these nationally recognised educators would
like to see in place around Tertiary Teacher Development. Educators, mentors, trainers, and curriculum designers can gain a
deeper understanding of what teaching excellence looks like, and of how teachers perceive their own practice and their impact
on others. This may enable different interventions to develop best practice from staff, and to raise standards. It is hoped too
that, by reflecting on the stories of teachers who have been recognised for ‘excellence’, educators will relate to and recognise
elements of their own practice, and will feel motivated and inspired to share these with their peers and the wider academic
community.
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