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Abstract : Jordan is a developing country in the Middle East and, much like other countries in the world, has high rates of
intimate partner violence (IPV). Little information is available on Jordanian men’s and women’s attitudes toward IPV. The
purpose of  this  study is  to examine men’s and women’s attitudes toward IPV in Jordan and its  relationship with some
demographics and family functioning. A descriptive cross-sectional correlational design with a sample of 401 men and women
was used. Descriptive statistics (M, SD), Pearson r, t test, and ANOVA were used. The results indicated that Jordanian men and
women have a lower score of IPVAS, 40.06 (SD = 8.20), indicating lower acceptance of IPV compared with the literature.
Family functioning was 3.12 (SD = 0.46), indicating more healthy families. Family functioning was negatively correlated with
IPVAS scores (r = –.22, p = .00). All demographic variables showed small to moderate correlations with IPVAS. Education for
both study participants and their spouses had a negative correlation with IPVAS (r = –.27, p = .00) and (r = –.20, p = .00),
respectively.  Male  participants,  individuals  who  were  living  with  extended  family,  and  those  living  in  rural  areas  had
significantly high IPVAS scores, indicating more accepting attitudes toward IPV. Practitioners should provide families with
education on the methods of conflict resolution, effective communication within the family, problem-solving approaches, equal
role distribution, and appropriate styles of establishing a family.
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