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Abstract : This article provides an analysis of counter-hegemonic movements and their consequences for the neoliberal world
order at the international level. Even if calls for change are becoming louder, current research on populist forces at the
domestic level in comparative politics is lacking an investigation of the international dimensions of the rise of such movements.
At the same time, in the International Relations field, the focus still remains on the surge of challengers at the global level,
while the national one stays neglected. This paper argues that to fill this gap as identified in the academic literature, the
concept of hegemony, and more precisely, as deployed by Antonio Gramsci, can bear some interesting insights. An adaptation
to the 21st century of Gramsci’s concept is proposed, highlighting the explanatory power that key concepts of his theoretical
framework have. Transposing it to contemporary politics provides precious elements for an in-depth understanding of counter-
hegemonic movements and the consequences of their rise for the neoliberal world order. In an era of disruption and turmoil in
national politics, International Relations theory cannot avoid to engage with this dimension. However, populism as a theoretical
concept lacks the capacity to go beyond the domestic border. It is therefore essential to create a dialogue between these two
fields. Ultimately, the paper claims that (counter-)hegemony is crucial to build a bridge between the international and the
domestic level.
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