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Abstract : The Common European Asylum System (CEAS) is the framework that standardises the treatment of applicants for
international protection and harmonises asylum systems throughout the European Union. This paper interrogates the rules
applied within the CEAS, specifically Directive 2013/33/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 26 June 2013,
which puts forth the standards for the reception of vulnerable people applying for asylum. Absent from the definition of
‘vulnerable  people’  are  sexual  minorities  who  routinely  experience  discrimination  in  reception  centres  and  emergency
accommodations. This paper undertakes an analysis of policies and legalisation of reception centres within the European
Union. In confronting the flaws inherent to the system of processing asylum applications, this paper argues for the reform of
the CEAS with emphasis  on the inclusion of  LBGTQ+ asylum seekers  as  vulnerable  people  following standards set  by
international human rights law.
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