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Abstract : From prehistoric and primitive cultures, education was seen as a process of culture transmission by way of guiding
children into becoming good members of their local communities. Even in modern cultures, education is seen as a systematic
discipline aimed at cultivating genuine values to improve oneself and society. Without education, the chances of realizing the
desired vision are marred as it is believed that nations that invest much in education are able to reap the desired benefits
technologically, economically, socially, politically, and otherwise. In this sense, the moulding of character is considered the
primary purpose of education, and until the audience of mass media through its various vehicles is seen as tools for improving
the overall development of society. It is believed that a media-friendly person is likely to perform better than someone who is
less friendly. This work, therefore, examines the role media play in educational development. As highlighted by the study, a
summary of the functions of media shows that they widen horizon by acting as a liberating force, breaking distance, bonds, and
transforming a traditional society into a modern one. With the use of technological development theory, agenda-setting theory
as well as uses and gratification theory and multiple intelligence theory, the work identifies different ways in which mass media
help in educational development and draws attention to the audience’s perception of media functions in terms of educational
development. With a survey method and a population of 6,903,321 people, the work sampled 220 respondents using purposive
technique drawn from rural communities in the South-South region of Nigeria. The work concludes that mass media are potent
vehicles for teaching and learning and therefore recommends that government should provide basic infrastructures to the rural
communities  to  aid  full  utilization of  media  potentials  in  educational  development  and equally  urge media  owners  and
practitioners to as a matter of urgency increase coverage time on issues bordering on education as it is done for political and
other issues.
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