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Abstract : Historically, the attrition rates in secondary schools of Indigenous people or Orang Asli of Malaysia have been a
cause for nationwide concern. Efforts to increase student engagement focusing on curriculum re-design and aid have not had
the targeted impact. The scope of the research explored a change model incorporating project-based learning and wrap-around
support through school-community partnerships to increase Orang Asli engagement, student outcomes and improve cultural
connectedness. The evaluation methodology was mixed-method comprising a student questionnaire, interviews, and document
analysis. Data and evidence were gathered from school staff, community, the Orang Asli governmental authority (JAKOA) and
external agencies. Findings from the year-long research suggests shared values and goals in school-community partnerships
foster responsive leadership and is key to safeguarding vulnerable Orang Asli, resulting in improved student outcomes. The
research highlighted the barriers to the recognition and distinct needs and unique values of the Orang Asli that impact their
educational equity and outcomes.
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