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Abstract : Background: Elderly Widows Orphans Family Support, a Community Based Organization operating in Kapchorwa
with the main focus of reducing economic and social vulnerability among children affected by HIV/AIDS. The survey on
reducing vulnerability targeted HIV/AIDS affected households, which included 111 adults and 185 children. The broad
objective of the study was to determine how the needs of the children affected by HIV/AIDS could be appropriately met by
specifically examining the situation of children affected by HIV/AIDS and establishing their needs. Methodology: The survey
applied a structured questionnaire. Parents whose consent for the interview of the children had been obtained then
communicated to the selected child/children. If the child consented, an arrangement for the interview was made as regards the
time and place of the interview. Lessons: Adult respondents included 22.2% males and 77.8% females. Child respondents were
males, 49.5%, and females 50.5%. The majority of the households are from lower economic strata. 74.1% and 63.0% of males
and females, respectively, indicated that their illness had affected their income-earning activities; some of the adults have lost
their jobs due to AIDS. A fair number of the children are engaged in economic activity: some of those still in school worked
after school for wages and looked after their siblings. The income earned was spent mostly on household needs and school fees
— one-fifth of children linked parents’ inability to do more of what they desired to their ill-health. Elderly Widows Orphans
Family Support secured sponsors to educate 22 girls and 16 boys in the community. Income-generating projects like piggery
and skill training are given to orphans. The specific vulnerability of HIV/AIDS orphan's needs is responded to now more than
ever. Community organisations interventions such as financial support to orphans introduced to moderate the impact of the
disease on orphans and families.
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