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Abstract :  Social  enterprises play a vital  role in Canada’s rural  and northern communities.  Most operate as non-profit
organizations, use market approaches, and generate revenue from services or goods to support goals that address social,
cultural, and environmental issues. As provincial and federal governments make reductions to programs providing social
services to local communities, rural and northern residents who already have fewer resources from which to draw will be
especially affected. Social enterprises will be called on to take up the slack. The aim of this paper is to provide a more
comprehensive picture of the social enterprise as an organization and to understand the impact that context/ecosystem has on
a social enterprise as it develops.
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