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Abstract : This study aims at investigating the discourse pattern and structure of research article abstracts. The
characteristics of the language used in abstracts written by non-native English-speaking (NNES) novice researchers are mainly
examined in terms of rhetorical moves and the degree of variability of the rhetorical features as indicated by the structure of
clauses and the linguistic features of the text. To this end, 20 abstracts written by undergraduate students of the accounting
department at the State Polytechnic of Malang in 2018-2019 were employed as the data of this study. Findings showed that the
most frequently used pattern of the rhetorical move is I(Introduction)-P(Purpose)-M(Method)-Pr(Product or Result)-
C(Conclusion) with the significant use of active sentence and present and past tense. The findings of the study are projected to
be utilized for evaluating the quality of students’ abstracts and generating a pedagogical proposal of ESP writing course or at
least providing a critical review of current practices in ESP program intended for non-native English students at tertiary level.
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