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Abstract : Prison administration in India, even though an important limb of the criminal justice system are worse off in terms
of overcrowding, prolonged detention of under-trial prisoners, and a host of other problems. Considering the statistics of the
prison population, over a thousand three hundred prisons across the country were overcrowded, even to the extent of more
than six hundred percent. A total of eighteen thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight female prisoners were in India, out of
which thirteen thousand hundred and sixty-five were under trials and five thousand and sixty-three convicts. A total of around
one thousand seven hundred thirty-five children are residing in prisons along with their mothers. District prisons are more
overcrowded than the other prisons, and their practices are at odd with human rights standards. This article examines a range
of issues in prisons throughout India including pretrial  detention,  overcrowding, resources and governance, women and
children in prison and rehabilitation. A substantial amount of space is devoted to the reforms that are occurring across the
nation, and recommendations are made with regard to what further reforms are necessary.
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