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Abstract : This case study examines the framing of the diverse populations of Arab, Muslim and South Asian immigrants and
their descendants in local communities by both federal and local law enforcement agencies. It explores how urban spaces and
policing are constructed as necessary components of national security in the context of the war on terror by focusing on
practices employed in local spaces such as Dearborn, Michigan and training methods adopted on a national level. The
proliferation of American Arabs as ‘terrorist’ works to legitimize not only increasing state surveillance, but also military
strategies which infringe on ‘inside’ spaces. Sustaining these progressively militarized civil policing operations, which demand
intense mobilization of state power, requires that whole neighborhoods and districts are reimagined to portray these
geographies in a certain light. This case study is central in understanding how Arab, South Asian, and Muslim civilians’
transformation into a “national security” issue have created militarized police enforcement agencies that employ military
tactics to map the terrain of Otherness. This study looks at how race factors into key recent incidents, and asks whether this
militarization builds from past forms of racist policing, and whether these specific incidents are reflective of larger patterns or
whether they are just isolated incidents.
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