
The Multiplier Effects of Intelligent Transport System to Nigerian Economy
Authors : Festus Okotie
Abstract : Nigeria is the giant of Africa with great and diverse transport potentials yet to be fully tapped into and explored.it is
the most populated nation in Africa with nearly 200 million people, the sixth largest oil producer overall and largest oil
producer in Africa with proven oil and gas reserves of 37 billion barrels and 192 trillion cubic feet, over 300 square kilometers
of arable land and significant deposits of largely untapped minerals. A world bank indicator which measures trading across
border ranked Nigeria at 183 out of 185 countries in 2017 and although different governments in the past made efforts
through different interventions such as 2007 ports reforms led by Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, a former minister of Finance and world
bank managing director also attempted to resolve some of the challenges such as infrastructure shortcomings, policy and
regulatory inconsistencies, overlapping functions and duplicated roles among the different MDA’S. It is one of the fundamental
structures smart nations and cities are using to improve the living conditions of its citizens and achieving sustainability.
Examples of some of its benefits includes tracking high pedestrian areas, traffic patterns, railway stations, planning and
scheduling bus times, it also enhances interoperability, creates alerts of transport situation and has swift capacity to share
information among the different platforms and transport modes. It also offers a comprehensive approach to risk management,
putting emergency procedures and response capabilities in place, identifying dangers, including vandalism or violence, fare
evasion, and medical emergencies. The Nigerian transport system is urgently in need of modern infrastructures such as ITS.
Smart city transport technology helps cities to function productively, while improving services for businesses and lives of is
citizens. This technology has the ability to improve travel across traditional modes of transport, such as cars and buses, with
immediate benefits for city dwellers and also helps in managing transport systems such as dangerous weather conditions,
heavy traffic, and unsafe speeds which can result in accidents and loss of lives. Intelligent transportation systems help in traffic
control such as permitting traffic lights to react to changing traffic patterns, instead of working on a fixed schedule in traffic.
Intelligent transportation systems is very important in Nigeria’s transportation sector and so would require trained personnel
to drive its efficiency to greater height because the purpose of introducing it is to add value and at the same time reduce motor
vehicle miles and traffic congestion which is a major challenge around Tin can island and Apapa Port, a major transportation
hub  in  Nigeria.  The  need  for  the  federal  government,  state  governments,  houses  of  assembly  to  organise  a  national
transportation workshop to begin the process of addressing the challenges in our nation’s transport sector is highly expedient
and so bills  that will  facilitate the implementation of policies to promote intelligent transportation systems needs to be
sponsored because of its potentials to create thousands of jobs for our citizens, provide farmers with better access to cities and
a better living condition for Nigerians.
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