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Abstract : —“Whoever controls the Indian Ocean, dominates Asia. This ocean is the key to the seven seas. In the 21st century,
the destiny  of  the world  will  be  decided on its  waters”  -Alfred Mahan South Asia  is  increasingly  becoming a  hub for
international politics. Numerous ventures are taking place in the strategic region. Of them, the most prominent is the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). Originating from the concept of ancient Silk Route, the Chinese Xi Jin Ping regime looks to reestablish the
vast connectivity project to connect the world through infrastructure and trade. On the other hand, the US, teamed up with
India, Australia and Japan, thereby forming the Quad, have launched their own foreign policy, the Indo-Pacific Strategy. The
ambitious 21st century initiative for the development of maritime trade, security and governance focuses critical importance to
the Indo-Pacific region, especially to South Asia. Against the backdrop of contemporary political scenario, both the Quad and
China airs to establish their own footprint across the region through respective mega projects, the Indo-Pacific Strategy and
the BRI. This research employs a comparative case study research method, using a secondary research design. The paper looks
at the variety of opportunities and challenges posed by the BRI and the Indo Pacific, and gives the comparative study on both
ends.
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