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Abstract : Urban public spaces are sutured with a range of surveillance and sensor technologies that claim to enable new
forms of ‘data based citizen participation’, but also increase the tendency for ‘function-creep’, whereby vast amounts of data
are gathered, stored and analysed in a broad application of urban surveillance. This kind of monitoring and capacity for
surveillance connects with attempts by civic authorities to regulate, restrict, rebrand and reframe urban public spaces. A direct
consequence of the increasingly security driven, policed, privatised and surveilled nature of public space is the exclusion or
‘unfavourable inclusion’ of those considered flawed and unwelcome in the ‘spectacular’ consumption spaces of many major
urban centres. In the name of urban regeneration, programs of securitisation, ‘gentrification’ and ‘creative’ and ‘smart’ city
initiatives refashion public space as sites of selective inclusion and exclusion. In this context of  monitoring and control
procedures, in particular, children and young people’s use of space in parks, neighbourhoods, shopping malls and streets is
often viewed as a threat to the social order, requiring various forms of remedial action. This paper suggests that cities, places
and spaces and those who seek to use them, can be resilient in working to maintain and extend democratic freedoms and
processes  enshrined  in  Marshall’s  concept  of  citizenship,  calling  sensor  and  surveillance  systems  to  account.  Such
accountability could better inform the implementation of public policy around the design, build and governance of public space
and also understandings of urban citizenship in the sensor saturated urban environment.
Keywords : citizenship, public space, surveillance, young people
Conference Title : ICSCL 2015 : International Conference on Sociology, Criminology and Law
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : January 19-20, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:9, No:01, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
01

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

20
25

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(01) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/12025.pdf

