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Abstract : The processes of commodification of real estate and changes in housing markets have led to a situation where the
prices of free market housing in European capitals are significantly higher than the purchasing value of average wages. This
phenomenon has many negative social and spatial consequences. At the same time, the attractiveness of real estate as an asset
makes these processes progress. Out of concern for sustainable social development, city authorities apply solutions to balance
the burdensome effects of codification of housing. One of them is a social provision for housing investments. The article
presents a comparative study of solutions applied in selected European capitals, on the example of Warsaw, Paris, London,
Berlin, Copenhagen, and Vienna. The study was conducted along with works on expert report for the master plan for Warsaw.
The forms of commissions applied in Local Planning Acts were compared, with particular reference to spatial solutions. The
results  of  the  analysis  made  it  possible  to  determine  common  features  of  the  solutions  applied  and  to  establish
recommendations for further practice. Major findings of the study indicate that requirement of social provision is achievable in
spatial planning documents. Study shows that application of social provision in private housing investments is a useful tool in
housing policy against commodification.
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