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Abstract : Social protection programs have been rolled out by successive governments in the quest of bridging the inequality
gap in Ghana. Despite notable positive impacts of these programs across the country, there still remains worrying experience
of the exclusion of the poor and vulnerable especially in rural Ghana Notwithstanding the rhetoric of participation within the
discussion of social protection programs, less attention has been given to the design of these programs. In view of this, the
study seeks to address how social protection programs are designed to address the needs of the poor. This study focused on
five selected social protection programs in Ghana because they are programs with nationwide coverage. Qualitative thematic
analysis was applied to analyze our data with the use of the Nvivo 12 version. We found out that there is a strong link between
policy design and poverty alleviation. Our findings revealed that a well-designed program can significantly alleviate poverty, a
poorly designed program can create more damage.
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