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Abstract : Historically, the Pinheiros River, which crosses the urban area of the largest South American metropolis, the city of
Sao Paulo, has been the subject of several interventions involving different interests and multiple demands, including the
implementation of road axes and industrial occupation in the city, following its floodplains. the dilution of sewers; generation of
electricity, with the reversal of its waters to the Billings Dam; and urban drainage. These processes, together with the
exclusionary and peripheral urban sprawl with high population density in the peripheries, result in difficulties for the collection
and treatment of household sewage, which flow into the tributaries and the Pinheiros River itself. In the last 20 years, two
separate projects have been undertaken to clean up its waters. The first one between 2001-2011 was the flotation system,
aimed at cleaning the river in its own gutter with equipment installed near the Bilings Dam; and, more recently, from 2019 to
2022, the proposal to connect about 74 thousand dwellings to the sewage collection and treatment system, as well as to install
treatment plants in the tributaries of Pinheiros where the connection to the system is impracticable, given the irregular
occupations. The purpose of this paper is to make a comparative analysis on the dynamics of conflicts, interests and
opportunities of coalitions between the actors involved in the two referred projects of pollution of the Pinheiros River. For this,
we use the analysis of documents produced by the state government; as well as documents related to the legal disputes that
occurred in the first attempt of decontamination involving the sanitation company; the Billings Dam management company
interested in power generation; the city hall and regular and irregular dwellings not linked to the sanitation system.
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