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Abstract : We now live in a world where half of the human population is city dwellers. The migration of people from rural to
urban areas is rising continuously. But, the promise of a greater wage and better quality of life cannot keep up with the pace of
migration. The rate of urbanization is much higher in developing countries. The UN predicts that 95 percent of this urban
expansion will take place in the developing world in the next few decades. The population in the urban settlements of the
developing nations is soaring, and megacities like Mumbai, Dhaka, Jakarta, Karachi, Manila, Shanghai, Rio de Janeiro, Lima,
and Kinshasa are crammed with people, a majority of whom are migrants. Rural-urban migration has taken a new shape with
the rising number of smaller cities. Apart from the increase in non-agricultural economic activities, growing demand for
resources and energy, an increase in wastes and pollution, and a greater ecological footprint, there is another significant
characteristic of the current wave of urbanization. This paper analyses that important marker of urbanization. It is the
invisibility of production sites. The growing urban space ensures that the producers, the production sites, or the process stay
beyond urban visibility. In cities and towns, living is majorly about earning money in either the informal service and small scale
manufacturing sectors (a major part of which is food preparation), or the formal service sector. In the cases of both the
informal service and small scale manufacturing or the formal service sector, commodity creation cannot be seen. The urban
space happens to be the marketplace, where nature and its services, along with the non-urban labour, cannot be seen unless it
is sold in the market. Hence, the consumers are now increasingly becoming disengaged from the producers. This paper
compares the rate of increase in the size of and employment in the informal sector and/or that of the formal sector of some
selected urban areas of India. Also, a comparison over the years of the aforementioned characteristics is presented in this
paper, in order to find out how the anonymity of the producers to the urban consumers have grown as urbanization has risen.
This paper also analyses the change in the transport cost of goods into the cities and towns of India and supports that claim
made here that the invisibility of production is a crucial marker of modern-day urban-centric economic development. Such
urbanization has an important ecological impact. The invisibility of the production site saves the urban consumer society from
dealing with the ethical and ecological aspects of the production process. Once the real sector production is driven out of the
cities and towns, the invisible ethical and ecological impacts of the growing urban consumption frees the consumers from
associating themselves with any responsibility towards those impacts.
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