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Abstract : The home gardens areas are production systems, which are located near the homes and are quite common in the
tropics. They consist of agricultural and forest species and may also involve the raising of small animals to produce food for
subsistence as well as income generation, with a special focus on the conservation of biodiversity. Home gardens are diverse
Agroforestry systems with multiple uses, among many, food security, income aid, traditional medicine. The work was carried
out on rural properties of the family farmers of the Ponte Alta Rural Nucleus, Gama Administrative Region, in the city of
Brasília, Federal District- Brazil. The present research is characterized methodologically as a quantitative, exploratory and
descriptive nature. The instruments used in this research were: bibliographic survey and semi-structured questionnaire. The
data collection was performed through the application of a semi-structured questionnaire, containing questions that referred to
the perception and behavior of the interviewed producer on the subject under analysis. In each question, the respondent
explained his knowledge about sustainability, agroecological practices, environmental legislation, conservation methods, forest
and medicinal species, ago social and socioeconomic characteristics, use and purpose of agroforestry and technical assistance.
The sample represented 55.62% of the universe of the study. We interviewed 99 people aged 18-83 years, with a mean age of
49 years. The low level of education, coupled with the lack of training and guidance for small family farmers in the Ponte Alta
Rural Nucleus, is one of the limitations to the development of practices oriented towards sustainable and agroecological
agriculture in the nucleus. It is observed that 50.5% of the interviewed people landed with agroforestry yards less than 20
years ago, and only 16.17% of them are older than 35 years. In identifying agriculture as the main activity of most of the rural
properties studied, attention is drawn to the cultivation of medicinal plants, fruits and crops as the most extracted products.
However, it is verified that the crops in the backyards have the exclusive purpose of family consumption, which could be
complemented with the marketing of the surplus, as well as with the aggregation of value to the cultivated products. Initiatives
such as this may contribute to the increase in family income and to the motivation and value of the crop in agroecological
gardens. We conclude that home gardens of Ponte Alta are highly diverse thus contributing to local biodiversity conservation of
are managed by women to ensure food security and allows income generation. The tradition of existing knowledge on the use
and management of the diversity of resources used in agroforestry yards is of paramount importance for the development of
sustainable alternative practices.
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