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Abstract : The Sixteen Arhats evolved around the third and fourth centuries based on a discourse expounded by the great
Arhat Nandimitra, the text of which was translated into Chinese by Xuanzang in the mid-seventh century. The iconographical
form emerged soon after, in the ninth century. Subsequently, two more Arhats were introduced, which gave rise to the
Eighteen Arhats. Today, the Eighteen Arhats at the Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum is not simply a recollection of the
traditionally listed Eighteen Arhats; the roster includes three female Arhats as well. This paper aims to study the ideas that
Venerable Master Hsing Yun envisioned when referring to these Eighteen Arhats, and what they represent in the modern
world, in the context of Humanistic Buddhism. The differences between the traditional Eighteen Arhats and the new line-up
erected at the Buddha Museum will be carefully examined.
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