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Abstract : Chinese society has witnessed a continuing trend of nationwide rural to urban migration since the 1970's. Before
that age, under restricted hukou systems, peasants were kept still and fixed in the farm land. The year 1978 and later years
saw the control of migration in China was relaxed gradually, freeing peasants to start their own businesses and reach out to
work also in urban areas. Since then the “floating population” (migrants without local hukou) took great momentum and drew
great attention from both the media and academia. The scale of such internal migration is enormous –the floating population
has reached to a number of 79 million in 2000, and as of 2010, the number of migrant workers from rural China amounts to
over 221 million and according to the annual survey results projections by National Bureau of Statistics; the total migrant
workers in china in 2012 amounted to 262.61 million, which refers to an increase of 9.83 million compared with the previous
year with increase percentage by 3.9%. Using China’s Jiangxi Province as a case, this paper examines patterns of internal
migration as a response of emigrations in the context of high emigration communities. Our findings suggest that emigration of
individuals initially deterred both inter-provincial and intra- provincial migration of other family members, and yet, overtime
they had an increasing propensity to migrate internally at both scales.
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