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Abstract : Neonatal conjunctivitis, or ophthalmia, is an infection of the conjunctiva or cornea before opening the eyelids. It is
believed that immunodeficiency contributes to the development of the condition. This study aims at reporting a case of
ophthalmia neonatorum in a dog, in addition to its diagnosis and treatment. A litter of five pug neonates was admitted to the
Sao Paulo State University (UNESP) Veterinary Hospital, Botucatu, Sao Paulo, Brazil, with complaints of ocular secretion. The
neonates were five days old. The clinical examination revealed that three newborns presented swelling in the ocular region and
a purulent secretion in the medial corner of the eye that was exerting pressure on the ocular globes, which are compatible with
the description of this disease. The diagnosis was made based on the clinical signs and bacterial culture of the secretion, which
revealed the presence of  bacteria belonging to the genus Staphylococcus sp.  The laboratory assays did not  reveal  any
alterations. The treatment was instituted gently, opening the eyelids early and cleaning the purulent ocular secretion with
saline  solution.  An  ophthalmic  ointment  with  retinol,  amino  acids,  methionine,  and  chloramphenicol  (Epitezan®)  was
prescribed four times a day for seven days. Blood plasma (2 mL/100 g) was administered subcutaneously because bacterial
infections in neonates may represent a failure in the transference of passive immunity. A more thorough cleaning of the
environment was also recommended. Neonatal conjunctivitis has a simple diagnosis and treatment. If not treated early, it can
evolve to adherence of the eyelids to the cornea, ulceration, and perforation of the cornea. Therefore, the prognosis is
favorable as long as the condition is diagnosed early, and the treatment is instituted quickly.
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