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Abstract : The transformation of cities under colonial rule has received a great deal of scholarly work. Colonizers interpret
their colonies differently and many urban and planning approaches can be traced. This paper focuses on the colonial
approaches of urban expansion in the city of Tripoli, Libya during two colonial periods, the late Ottomans and the Italians, from
the 1830s to 1940s. Both had perceived their approaches to the city’s expansion as means of practicing dominance over the
colonized under the disguise of facilitating the process of modernization of the city. This research uses a historical method that
based on archival documents such as maps, photos, and publications to uncover the planning practices followed by the two
colonizers. The findings indicate that despite the similar intentions that both colonizers had when they expanded the city, one
striking difference was distinguished, which is how the Ottomans and the Italians planned to treat the Walled City as,
respectively, either a context for expansion or as merely remains to marginalize.
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