
The Analysis of Spatial Development: Malekan City
Authors : Rahim Sarvar, Bahram Azadbakht, Samira Safaee
Abstract : The leading goal of all planning is to attain sustainable development, regional balance, suitable distribution of
activities, and maximum use of environmental capabilities in the process of development of regions. Intensive concentration of
population and activities in one or some limited geographical locality is of main characteristics of most developing countries,
especially Iran. Not considering the long-term programs and relying on temporary and superficial plans by people in charge of
decision-making to attain their own objectives causes obstacles, resulting in unbalance development. The basic reason for
these problems is to establish the development planning while economic aspects are merely considered and any attentions are
not paid to social and regional feedbacks, what have been ending up to social and economic inequality, unbalanced distribution
of development among the regions as well. In addition to study of special planning and structure of the county of Malekan, this
research tries to achieve some other aims, i.e.  recognition and introduction of approaches in order to utilize resources
optimally, to distribute the population, activities, and facilities in optimum fashion, and to investigate and identify the spatial
development potentials of the County. Based on documentary, descriptive, analytical, and field studies, this research employs
maps to analyze the data, investigates the variables, and applies SPSS, Auto CAD, and Arc View software. The results show that
the natural factors have a significant influence on spatial layout of settlements; distribution of facilities and functions are not
equal among the rural districts of the county; and there is a spatial equivalence in the region area between population and
number of settlements.
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