
Cultural and Natural Heritage Conservation by GIS Tourism Inventory
System Project

Authors : Gamze Safak, Umut Arslanoglu
Abstract : Cultural and tourism conservation and development zones and tourism centers are the boundaries declared for the
purpose of protecting, using, and evaluating the sectoral development and planned development in areas where historical and
cultural values are heavily involved and/or where tourism potential is high. The most rapidly changing regions in Turkey are
tourism areas, especially the coastal areas. Planning these regions is not about only an economic gain but also a natural and
physical environment and refers to a complex process. If the tourism sector is not well controlled, excessive use of natural
resources and wrong location choices may cause damage to natural areas, historical values, and socio-cultural structure. Since
the strategic decisions taken in the environmental order and zoning plans, which are the means of guiding the physical
environment  of  the  Ministry  of  Culture  and Tourism,  which  have  the  authority  to  make plans  in  tourism centers,  are
transformed into plan decisions that find the spatial expression, comprehensive evaluation of all kinds of data, following the
historical development and based on the correct and current data is required. In addition, the authority has a number of
competences in tourism promotion as well as the authority to plan, leading to the necessity of taking part in the applications
requiring complex analysis such as the management and integration of the country's economic, political, social and cultural
resources. For this purpose, Tourism Inventory System (TES) project, which consists of a series of subsystems, has been
developed in order to solve complex planning and method problems in the management of site-related information. The scope
of the project is based on the integration of numerical and verbal data in the regions within the jurisdiction of the authority,
and the monitoring of the historical development of urban planning studies, making the spatial data of the institution easily
accessible, shared, questionable and traceable in international standards. A dynamic and continuous system design has been
put into practice by utilizing the advantage of the use of Geographical Information Systems in the planning process to play a
role in making the right decisions, revealing the tools of social, economic, cultural development, and preservation of natural
and cultural values. This paper, which is prepared by the project team members in TES (Tourism Inventory System), will
present a study regarding the applicability of GIS in cultural and natural heritage conservation.
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