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Abstract : This study aims to investigate scholarly communication patterns in Korean studies, which focuses on all aspects of
Korea, including history, culture, literature, politics, society, economics, religion, and so on. It is called ‘national study or home
study’ as the subject of the study is itself, whereas it is called ‘area study’ as the subject of the study is others, i.e., outside of
Korea. Understanding of the structure of scholarly communication in Korean studies is important since the motivations,
procedures, results, or outcomes of individual studies may be affected by the cooperative relationships that appear in the
communication structure. To this end, we collected 1,798 articles with the (author or index) keyword ‘Korean’ published in
2018 from the Scopus database and extracted the institution and country of the authors using a text mining technique. A total
of 96 countries, including South Korea, was identified. Then we constructed a co-authorship network based on the countries
identified. The indicators of social network analysis (SNA), co-occurrences, and cluster analysis were used to measure the
activity and connectivity of participation in collaboration in Korean studies. As a result, the highest frequency of collaboration
appears in the following order: S. Korea with the United States (603), S. Korea with Japan (146), S. Korea with China (131), S.
Korea with the United Kingdom (83), and China with the United States (65). This means that the most active participants are S.
Korea as well as the USA. The highest rank in the role of mediator measured by betweenness centrality appears in the
following order: United States (0.165), United Kingdom (0.045), China (0.043), Japan (0.037), Australia (0.026), and South
Africa (0.023). These results show that these countries contribute to connecting in Korean studies. We found two major
communities among the co-authorship network. Asian countries and America belong to the same community, and the United
Kingdom and European countries belong to the other community. Korean studies have a long history, and the study has
emerged since Japanese colonization. However, Korean studies have never been investigated by digital content analysis. The
contributions of this study are an analysis of co-authorship in Korean studies with a global perspective based on digital content,
which has not attempted so far to our knowledge, and to suggest ideas on how to analyze the humanities disciplines such as
history, literature, or Korean studies by text mining. The limitation of this study is that the scholarly data we collected did not
cover all domestic journals because we only gathered scholarly data from Scopus. There are thousands of domestic journals not
indexed in Scopus that we can consider in terms of national studies, but are not possible to collect.
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