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Abstract : In the 21st century, the sustainable urban development of GCC-cities is challenged by inhabitants’ over-dependency
on private-use vehicles. In turn, this habit has generated problems of urban inefficiency, contributing to traffic congestion,
pollution, urban sprawling, fragmentation of the urban fabric, and various environmental and social challenges. In the context
of Doha, the capital city of the State of Qatar, the over-dependency on private-use vehicles is justified by the lack of alternative
public modes of transportation that support the need to connect fragmented urban districts and provide an effective solution to
urban sprawl. Therefore, the current construction of the Qatar Metro Rail is offering the potential for investigating and
defining a strategy for the sustainable urban development and/or urban regeneration of transit villages (TODs) in Qatar.
Namely, the aim of this research study is (i) to investigate the development of transit villages (TODs) in the cultural-heritage
district of Msheireb, Downtown Doha, (ii) to explore how the introduction of the new public transport system of Doha Metro
can be effectively utilized as means of urban regeneration of the cultural core of the city, (iii) to propose a masterplan for TOD
suitable for the district, suiting and responding to regional cultural and societal values. The findings reveal that the strategies
for the sustainable urban regeneration of Msheireb are based on (i) the integration of land-use and multimodal transportation
systems, (ii) the implementation of the public realm, and (iii) conservation of culture and urban identity.
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