
Life Imprisonment: European Convention on Human Rights Standards and
the New Serbian Criminal Code

Authors : Veljko Turanjanin
Abstract : In this article, an author deals with the issue of life imprisonment. Life imprisonment represents a new sentence in
the Serbian legislature, in addition to the standard one, imprisonment. The author elaborated on judgments of the European
Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), imposing the possibility of parole for the person sentenced to life imprisonment, emphasizing
rehabilitation as the primary goal of penalties. According to the ECtHR, life imprisonment without parole is not permitted. The
right to rehabilitation is very strictly set in the ECtHR jurisprudence. Life imprisonment represents a new sentence in the
Serbian legislature, in addition to the standard one, imprisonment. The legislator provided the possibility of parole for most
criminal offenses after 27 years in prison, while for some of them, a possibility of parole is explicitly prohibited. The author
points out the shortcomings of the legal solution that exists in Serbia, which flagrantly threatens to violate the human rights of
the offenders.
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