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Abstract : There is a complex, endogenous relationship between individual circumstances, attitudes, and behaviour. This study
uses longitudinal panel data to assess changes in social and political attitudes over a 7-year period. Attitudes are captured with
the question 'what is the most important issue facing Australia today', collected at multiple time points in a longitudinal survey
of 2200 Australians. Consistency of attitudes, and factors predicting change over time, are assessed. The consistency of
responses has methodological implications for data collection, specifically how often such questions ought to be asked of a
population. When change in attitude is observed, this study assesses the extent to which individual demographic
characteristics, personality traits, and broader societal events predict change.
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