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Abstract : There is a complex, endogenous relationship between individual circumstances, attitudes, and behaviour. This study
uses longitudinal panel data to assess changes in social and political attitudes over a 7-year period. Attitudes are captured with
the question 'what is the most important issue facing Australia today', collected at multiple time points in a longitudinal survey
of 2200 Australians. Consistency of attitudes, and factors predicting change over time, are assessed. The consistency of
responses has methodological implications for data collection, specifically how often such questions ought to be asked of a
population.  When  change  in  attitude  is  observed,  this  study  assesses  the  extent  to  which  individual  demographic
characteristics, personality traits, and broader societal events predict change.
Keywords : attitudes, longitudinal survey analysis, personality, social values
Conference Title : ICBECS 2020 : International Conference on Behavioral Economics and Cognitive Science
Conference Location : Vancouver, Canada
Conference Dates : May 21-22, 2020

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Economics and Management Engineering

Vol:14, No:05, 2020

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
co

no
m

ic
s 

an
d 

M
an

ag
em

en
t E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:1
4,

 N
o:

05
, 2

02
0 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
15

69
8.

pd
f

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 14(05) 2020 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/115698.pdf

