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Abstract : Egusi Melon (Citrullus Lanatus Thunb. Mansf ) is a very important oil seed that serves a major ingredient in the diet
of most of the households in Nigeria. Egusi Melon is very nutritious and very important in meeting the food security needs of
Nigerians. Egusi Melon is cultivated in most farm enterprise in South East Nigeria but the profitability of its value chain needs
to be investigated. This study analyzed the profitability of the Egusi Melon value chain. Specifically this study developed a
value chain map for Egusi Melon, analysed the profitability of each stage of the Egusi Melon Value chain and analysed the
determinants of the profitability of the Egusi Melon at each stage of the value chain. Multi stage sampling technique was used
to select 125 farm enterprises with similar capacity and characteristics. Questionnaire and interview were used to elicit the
required data while descriptive statistics, Food and Agriculture Organization Value Chain Analysis Tool, profitability ratios and
multiple regression analysis were used for the data analysis. One of the findings showed that the stages of the Egusi Melon
value chain are very profitable. Based on the findings, we recommend the provision of grants by government and donor
agencies to the farm enterprises through their cooperative societies,  this will  provide the necessary funds for the local
fabrication of value addition and processing equipment to suit their unique value addition needs not met by the imported
equipment.
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