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Abstract : Students’ poor performance in mathematics in both internal and external examinations has been a source of
concern to researchers in Nigeria. The cause of this has been attributed to both teachers and students. To this end, this study
sought to find out students’ perceptions of teachers’ attributes as a cause of mathematics phobia among secondary school
students in Bayelsa State Nigeria. The population of the study comprised of all students of senior secondary schools in Yenagoa
metropolis. A sample of 120 students was drawn from this population using clustering and simple random sampling techniques.
The instrument for data collection was a researcher constructed questionnaire titled Mathematics Phobia Questionnaire
(MPQ). Data were analysed, and the results revealed that students perceived teachers’ attributes such as methods and styles of
teaching, difficulty in communication, etc. as causes of mathematics phobia among students in senior secondary schools in
Bayelsa State. Based on the result, it was therefore recommended that mathematics teachers should be retrained periodically
in order to learn new and innovative ways of teaching mathematics to prevent its phobia among students.
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