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Abstract : In recent years a multitude of international efforts, including the United Nations’ aspirational 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, provided a new momentum to facilitate energy access and rural electrification projects to combat
energy poverty in developing states in Asia. Rural electrification projects promise to facilitate other sustainable development
aims, such as the empowerment of local communities through the creation of economic opportunities or increased disaster
resilience. This study applies a multi-governance research framework to study the cases of the ongoing energy system
transition in Myanmar and Cambodia. It explores what impact the international aid community, especially multilateral
development banks and international development agencies, has on the governance of the transitions and how diverging aid
donor interest shape policy making and project planning. The study is based on policy analysis and expert interviews, as well as
extensive field research. It critically examines the current development trajectories and the strategies of the stakeholders
involved. It concludes that institutional and technological competition between donors, as well as a lack of transparency and
inclusion in the project planning and implementation phases, contributes to insufficient coordination in national energy policy
making and project implementation at the local level. The study further discusses possible alternative approaches that might
help to promote the spread of sustainable energy technologies.
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