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Abstract : A core element of cultural identity is the traditional costumes that provide insight into the heritage that has been
acquired over time. This heritage is apparent in the use of colour, the styles and the functions of the clothing and it also
reflects the skills of those who created the items and the time taken to produce them. Modern flat pattern drafting methods for
making garment patterns are simple in comparison to the relatively laborious traditional approaches that would require
personal interaction with the wearer throughout the production process. The current study reflects on the main elements of the
pattern cutting system and how this has evolved in Saudi Arabia to affect the design of the Sawan garment. Analysis of the
traditional methods for constructing Sawan garments was undertaken through observation of the practice and the garments
and consulting documented guidance. This provided a foundation through which to explore how modern technology can be
applied to improve the process. In this research, modern methods are proposed for producing traditional Saudi garments more
efficiently while retaining elements of the conventional style and design. The current study has documented the vital aspects of
Sawan garment style. The result showed that the method had been used to take the body measurements and pattern making
was elementary and offered simple geometric shape and the Sawan garment is composed of four pieces. Consequently, this
research allows for classical pattern shapes to be embedded in garments now worn in Saudi Arabia and for the continuation of
cultural heritage.
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