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Abstract : As clearly stated in goal 14 of sustainable development goals, global oceans greatly contribute to making the earth
habitable for mankind. This explains why ocean governance is an important global concern today. The emerging maritime
security problems and the impact of climate change on African oceans, evidenced by tropical cyclones as seen recently in the
Southern region of Africa, is also an indication that maritime governance and policymaking are important elements of peace
and security in Africa.  Within the last decade, there have been commendable efforts towards maritime governance and
policymaking in Africa, although implementation of existing maritime policies is still lacking. This paper provides a snapshot of
the overall state of the maritime policymaking process in Africa. It specifically explores the challenges facing policymakers in
developing national and regional maritime security strategy in the East African Community. For methodology, the paper relied
on primary and secondary data. Primary data was collected from informal discussions with policymakers and key policy-making
bodies in Africa, and from a survey of public opinions. The study found that the Africa Integrated Maritime Strategy (2050
AIMS) is a recent template for regional and national maritime security policymaking in Africa and that although maritime
security has in the past not been prioritized in the security agenda of the East African Community, developing and aligning a
regional maritime security strategy to the 2050 AIMS will result to positive regional integration outcomes in East Africa.
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