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Abstract : Migration law in the Republic of Panama has been regulated mainly by the executive branch. This has created a
crisis not only institutional but also social because the evolution of these norms has rested greatly from the discretion of the
government in office. This has created instability in immigration regulation and more now, with the migration crisis of which
Panama is also part. Different migration policies have been established. The most recent is that of the controlled migration
flow, in which, for humanitarian reasons, migrants move from the border with Colombia to the border with Costa Rica.
Unfortunately, such control is not enough, and in some cases, unprotected migrants have been confined for months, their
passports have been withheld, and no recognition of their rights is offered. The Inter-American Court of Human Rights has
condemned Panama for the unfair detention of an irregular migrant, who was detained for two years in Panamanian prisons,
without having committed a crime and without accessing a just defense. This is the case Vélez Loor vs. the Republic of Panama.
Uncontrollable migration has been putting pressure on Panamanian public health services. The recent denunciation of HIV-
related NGOs that warns that there are hundreds of foreigners who receive expensive antiretroviral therapy in Panama is
serious, and several of them are irregular migrants. On the other hand, there are no border control posts with the Republic of
Colombia, because it is a jungle area and migrants are exposed to arms and drug trafficking, and unfortunately, also to
prostitution. Government entities such as the border police service have provided humanitarian support to migrants on the
border with Colombia, although it is not their administrative function, and various entities discuss who should address this
crisis. However, few economic resources are allocated by the government to solve this problem, especially with the recent
mass migration of Venezuelans who have fled their country. The establishment of a migratory normative code is necessary to
establish uniformity in the recognition and application of migratory rights. In this way, dependence on the changing migration
policies of the different Panamanian governments would be eliminated, and the rights of migrants and nationals would be
guaranteed.
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