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Abstract : In the era of globalization, the urban question is increasingly being posed in the form of a scale question. Scale
theory provides a new perspective for analyzing various dynamics and their influences on urban development. After the
reunification, how the government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (SAR) interacts with the actors at various
scales and carries out state rescaling are the keys to exploring the issue of urban development and governance in Hong Kong.
This paper examines the entire planning process of the Hong Kong Section of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong Express
Rail Link, from project conception, design, to consultation, and fund application, to identify the actors at different scales
involved in the process,  and analyze the modes and consequences of  their  interaction.  This study shows that after the
reunification, the Hong Kong SAR Government takes the initiative to scale up to expand its hinterland. Intergovernmental
institutional cooperation is an important mode of state rescaling for the Hong Kong SAR government. Meanwhile, the gradually
growing civil society plays an important role in the rescaling of urban development. Local actors use scalar politics to construct
discourses and take actions at multiple scales to challenge the government’s proposal and trigger a discussion on the project
throughout the Hong Kong society. The case study of Hong Kong can deepen the understanding of state rescaling of territorial
organizations in the context of institutional transformation and enrich the theoretical connotation of state rescaling. It also
helps the Mainland government to better understand the case of Hong Kong and formulate appropriate.
Keywords : Hong Kong, state rescaling, scalar politics, Hong Kong section of the Guangzhou-Shenzhen-Hong Kong express
rail link, urban governance
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