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Abstract : The translator’s competence is one of the topics that has received a great deal of research in the field of translation
studies because such competencies are still  debatable and not yet agreed upon. Besides, scholars tackle this topic from
different points of view. Approaches to teaching these competencies have gone through some developments. This paper aims at
investigating these developments, exploring the major turning points and shifts in the developments of teaching methods in
translator training. The significance of these turning points and the external or internal causes will also be discussed. Based on
the past and present status of teaching approaches in translator training, this paper tries to predict the future of these
approaches. This paper is mainly concerned with developments of teaching approaches in the West since the 1980s to the
present. The reason behind choosing this specific period is not because translator training started in the 1980s but because
most criticism of the teacher-centered approach started at that time. The implications of this research stem from the fact that it
identifies the turning points and the causes that led teachers to adopt student-centered approaches rather than teacher-
centered approaches and then to incorporate technology and the Internet in translator training. These reasons were classified
as external or internal reasons. Translation programs in the West and in other cultures can benefit from this study. Translation
programs in the West can notice that teaching translation is geared toward incorporating more technologies. If these programs
already use technology and the Internet to teach translation, they might benefit from the assumed future direction of teaching
translation. On the other hand, some non-Western countries, and to be specific some professors, are still applying the teacher-
centered approach. Moreover, these programs should include technology and the Internet in their teaching approaches to meet
the drastic changes in the translation process, which seems to rely more on software and technologies to accomplish the
translator’s tasks. Finally, translator training has borrowed many of its approaches from other disciplines, mainly language
teaching. The teaching approaches in translator training have gone through some developments, from teacher-centered to
student-centered and then toward the integration of technologies and the Internet. Both internal and external causes have
played a crucial role in these developments. These borrowed approaches should be comprehensively evaluated in order to see
if they achieve the goals of translator training. Such evaluation may lead us to come up with new teaching approaches
developed specifically for translator training. While considering these methods and designing new approaches, we need to
keep an eye on the future needs of the market.
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