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Abstract : Globally women are classified to be part of the vulnerable group in any environment. In a conflict-ridden
environment, women being vulnerable often suffer the consequences as it relates to security and access to basic social services
such as medical care. This is the situation in border communities in Nigeria where cross-border crimes are on the rife, thus,
putting women at a disadvantaged position and, eventually, victims of such inimical activities. Border communities in the
Saki/Iseyin area of Oyo state are a case in point where the lives of inhabitants are daily threatened most, especially women. In
light of the above, this article examined the security situation of the Saki/Iseyin area of Oyo State with a view to ascertaining
its status in terms of safety of lives and property. This paper also explored the experiences of women in the border
communities within the area as it relates to their safety, the safety of their children, access to good health facilities in their
immediate environment, and above all, how they have been able to cope or manage the situation. The qualitative research
model was adopted utilizing a phenomenological case study approach. A Focused Group Discussion was conducted with 10
pregnant women and 10 mothers in Okerete and Abugudu communities while a Key Informant Interview was conducted with
the women leaders in both communities of the Saki/Iseyin border area of Oyo State. The findings of the study revealed the poor
state of basic infrastructure. So bad to a point that inhabitants of these communities no longer see themselves as Nigerians
because they have been neglected by the government for too long. The only solution is for the government to embark on
developmental projects within these communities so that they can live a good life just as those in the cities do. More
importantly, this will increase the loyalty of these communities to the Nigeria state by defending and resisting all forms of
cross-border criminal activities that go on along the porous borders.
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