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Abstract : The main contribution of this study is the identification of the factors influencing the environmental licensing
process of infrastructure projects in Brazil. These factors will be those that reflect the technical characteristics of the project,
the corporate governance of the entrepreneur, and the institutional and regulatory governance of the environmental agency,
including the number of  interventions by non-licensing agencies.  The model  conditions these variables  to  the licensing
processing time of 34 infrastructure projects. Our results indicated that the conditions would be more sensitive to the type of
enterprise, complexity as in gas pipelines and hydroelectric plants in the most vulnerable biome with a greater value of the
enterprise or the entrepreneur's assets, together with the number of employees of the licensing agency. The number of
external interventions by other non-licensing institutions does not affect the licensing time. Such results challenge the current
criticism that environmental licensing has been often pointed out as a barrier to speed up investments in infrastructure
projects in Brazil due to the participation of civil society and other non-licensing institutions.
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