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Abstract : Hospitals, clinics, and medical facilities are the core of the Health Services sector providing 24/7 medical care to
those in need. Any disruption of these important medical services highlights the vulnerabilities in the medical system. An
internal or external event can create a catastrophic incident paralyzing the medical services causing the facility to shift into
emergency operations with the possibility of evacuation. The hospital administrator and government officials must decide in a
very  short  amount  of  time  whether  to  shelter  in  place  or  evacuate.  This  presentation  will  identify  best  practice
recommendations  regarding  the  hospital  evacuation  decision  and  response  analyzing  previous  hospital  evacuations  to
encourage hospitals in the region to review or develop their own emergency evacuation plans.
Keywords : disaster preparedness, hospital evacuation, shelter-in-place, incident containment, health services vulnerability,
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