
A Study to Assess the Employment Ambitions of Graduating Students from
College of Applied Medical Sciences, King Saud Bin Abdulaziz University for

Health Sciences, Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
Authors : J. George, M. Al Mutairi, W. Aljuryyad, A. Alhussanan, A. Alkashan, T. Aldoghiri, Z. Alamari, A. Albakr
Abstract : Introduction: Students make plans for their career and are keen in exploring options of employment in those
carriers. They make their employment choice based on their desires and preferences. This study aims to identify if students of
King Saud Bin Abdulaziz for Health Sciences, College of Applied Medical Sciences after obtaining appropriate education prefer
to work as clinicians, university faculty, or full-time researchers. There are limited studies in Saudi Arabia exploring the
university student&rsquo;s employment choices and preferences. This study would help employers to build the required job
positions and prevent misleading employers from opening undesired positions in the job market. Methodology: The study
included 394 students from third and fourth years both male and female among the eighth programs of college of applied
medical  sciences,  King  Saud  Bin  Abdulaziz  University  for  Health  Sciences  (KSAU-HS),  Riyadh  campus.  A  prospective
quantitative cross-sectional study was conducted; data were collected by distributing a seven item questionnaire and analyzed
using SPSS. Results: Among the participants, 358 (90.9%) of them chose one of the three listed career choices, 263 (66.8%)
decided to work as hospital staff after their education, 75 students (19.0%) chose to work as a faculty member in a university
after obtaining appropriate degree, 20 students (5.1%) preferred to work as full-time researcher after obtaining appropriate
degree, the remaining 36 students (9.1%) had different career goals, such as obtaining a master degree after graduating, to
obtain a bachelor of medicine and bachelor in surgery degree, and working in the private sector. The most recurrent reason
behind the participants&#39; choice was &quot;career goal&quot;, where 276 (70.1%) chose it as a reason. Conclusion: The
findings of the study showed that most student&rsquo;s preferred to work in hospitals as clinicians, followed by choice of
working as a faculty in a university, the least choice was to be working as full-time researchers.
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