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Abstract  :  Microblogging  has  become  increasingly  popular  for  commenting  on  current  events,  spreading  gossip,  and
encouraging individualism--which favors its low-context communication channel. These social media (SM) platforms allow users
to express opinions while interacting with a wide range of populations. Hashtags allow immediate identification of like-minded
individuals worldwide on a vast array of topics. The output of the analytic tool, Linguistic Inquiry and Word Count (LIWC)--a
program that  associates psychological  meaning with the frequency of  use of  specific  words--may suggest  the nature of
individuals&rsquo; internal states and general sentiments. When applied to groupings of SM posts unified by a hashtag, such
information can be helpful to community leaders during periods in which the forming of public opinion happens in parallel with
the unfolding of political, economic, or social events. This is especially true when outcomes stand to impact the well-being of
the group. Here, we applied the online tools, Google Translate and the University of Texas&rsquo;s LIWC, to a 90-posting
sample from a corpus of Colombian Spanish microblogs. On translated disjoint sets, identified by hashtag as being authored by
advocates of voting &ldquo;No,&rdquo; advocates voting &ldquo;Yes,&rdquo; and entities refraining from hashtag use, we
observed the value of LIWC&rsquo;s Tone feature as distinguishing among the categories and the word &ldquo;peace,&rdquo;
as carrying particular significance, due to its frequency of use in the data.
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