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Abstract : Background and Objectives: Theatre and performance are two separate themes. What is presented in Iran as a
performance is the species and ritual and traditional forms of the play. The Iranian performance has its roots in myth and
ritual. Drama is essentially a Western phenomenon that has gradually entered Iran and influenced Iranian performance. A
theatre is based on antagonism (axis) and protagonism (anti-axis), while performance has a monotonous and steady motion.
The elements of Iranian performance include field, performance on the stage, and magnification in performance, all of which
are based on narration. This type of narration has been present in Iranian modern drama. The objective of this study was to
analyze the drama structure according to narration elements by a comparison between the Western theater and the Iranian
performance and determining the structural differences in the type of narrative. Materials and Methods: In this study, the
elements of the drama were analyzed using the library method among the available library resources. The review of the
literature included research articles and textbooks which focused on Iranian plays,  as well  as books and articles which
encompassed narrative and drama element. Data were analyzed in the comparative-descriptive method. Results: Examining
and studying different kinds of Iranian performances, showed that the narrative has always been a characteristic feature of
Iranian plays. Iranians have narrated the stories and myths and have had a particular skill of oral literature. Over time, they
slowly introduced narrative culture into their art,  where this element is the most important structural element in Iran's
dramatic art. Considering the fact that narration in Iranian traditional play, such as Ta'ziyeh and Naghali, was oral and
consequently, it was slowly forgotten and excluded from written theatrical texts. Since the drama has entered in its western
form in Iran, the plays written by the authors were influenced by narrative elements existing in western plays. Conclusions:
The narrative’s element has undoubtedly had an impact on modern Iranian drama and Iranian contemporary drama. Therefore,
the element of narration is an integral part of the Iranian traditional play structure.
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