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Abstract : The risk of natural disasters affects all the countries of the world, whether it refers to seismic events or tsunamis or
hydrogeological disasters. In most cases, the risk can be considered in its three components: hazard, exposure, vulnerability
(and urban vulnerability). The aim of this paper is to evaluate how the Italian scientific community has related the contribution
of these three components, superimposing the three different maps that summarize the fundamental structure of the risk.
Based on the three components considered, the study applies the Regional Planning methodology on the three phases of the
risk protection and mitigation process: the prevention phase, the emergency intervention phase, the post-disaster phase. The
paper illustrates the Italian experience of the pre-during-post-earthquake intervention. Main results: The study deepens these
aspects in the belief that “a historical center” and an “island” can present similar problems at the international level, both in
the phase of prevention (earthquake, tsunamis, hydrogeological disasters), in emergency phase (protocols and procedures of
intervention) and in the post-disaster phase. The conclusions of the research identify the need to plan in advance how to deal
with the post-disaster phase and consider it a priority with respect to the simple reconstruction of destroyed buildings. In fact
the main result of the post-disaster intervention must be the return and the social and economic support of the indigenous
population, and not only the construction of new housing and equipment. In this sense, the results of the research show that
the elderly inhabitants of a historic center can be compared to the indigenous population of an atoll of fishermen, as both
constitute the most  important  resource:  the human resource.  Their  return in conditions of  security  testifies,  with their
presence, the culture, customs, and values rooted in the history of a people.
Keywords : post-disaster interventions, risk of natural disasters in Italy and abroad, seismic events in Italy,  social  and
economic protection and support for the native population of historical centers
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