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Abstract : Emigration is not a new phenomenon in India but globalization has reinforced it. India has been a source of
emigrants for many countries for a long period. Over 25 million Indian diaspora is spread across the world. Historically, during
the British rule indenture labour from India was sent to other colonies. To regulate indentured emigration and to provide a
mechanism for emigration, the British India government enacted Emigration Act, 1922. After independence, a majority of
unskilled and semi-skilled labour emigrated to Gulf  and South-East  Asia,  whereas white-collar  workers preferred North
America, Europe and Australia. They are contributing to both the economies in origin and destination. Due to increasing
quantum of emigration, the Ministry of Labour enacted Emigration Act, 1983, which deals with the emigration of Indian
workers for overseas employment on contractual basis, seeks to safeguard emigrants’ interest and ensures their welfare. The
paper explains the reason behind enacting Emigration Act, 1983, and the changes in the form of an Emigration (Amendment)
Rules, 2009. This paper examines the current status, effectiveness of the Act and rules.
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