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Abstract : Learning a foreign language requires practice that needs to be undertaken beyond the classroom. Nowadays,
learners can find a lot of resources online, but it can be challenging for them to find suitable material, receive timely and
effective feedback on their progress, and, more importantly practice the target language with native speakers. This paper
focuses on the development of interactive activities combined with online tutoring sessions to consolidate and enhance the
learning experience of beginner students of French at * University. This project is based on collaboration with four pre-service
teachers from a French university. It calls for authentic language learning material, real-life situations, cultural awareness, and
aims for the sustainability of learning and teaching. The paper will first present the design of the project as part of a holistic
approach. It will then provide some examples of activities before commenting on the learners and the teachers’ experiences
based on quantitative and qualitative data obtained through activity reports, surveys and focus groups. The main findings of
the study lie in the tension between the willingness to achieve pedagogical goals and to be involved in authentic interactions,
highlighting the complementary between the role of the learner and the role of teacher. The paper will conclude on benefits,
challenges and recommendations when implementing such educational projects.
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