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Abstract : The defense of Georgia is every citizen’s duty. The present article reviews the principles and standards of gender
policy in the Georgian national defense sector. In addition, it looks at mechanisms for ensuring gender equality, going through
the relevant Georgian legislation. Furthermore, this work aims to conduct a comparative analysis of defense models of Georgia,
Finland, and the Baltic States in order to identify core institutional challenges. The study produced the following findings:(a)
The national defense planning is based on the Total Defense approach, which implies a wide involvement of the country's
population in state defense. (b) This political act does not specify gender equality aspects of the Total Defense strategy; (c)
According to the Constitution of Georgia, irrespective of gender factors, every citizen of Georgia is legally obliged to
participate in state security activities. However, the state has an authority (power of choice) to decide which gender group
(male or/and female citizen) must fulfill above mentioned their constitutional commitment. For instance, completion of
compulsory military and reserve military services is a male citizen’s duty, whereas professional military service is equally
accessible to both genders. The study concludes that effective implementation of the Total Defense concept largely depends on
how Georgia uses its capabilities and human resources. Based on the statistical fact that more than 50% of the country’s
population are women, Georgia has to elaborate on relevant institutional mechanisms for implementation of gender equality in
the national defense organization. In this regard, it would be advisable: (i) to give the legal opportunity to women to serve in
compulsory military service, and (ii) to develop labor reserve service as a part of the anti-crisis management system of Georgia.
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