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Abstract : The theory of archetypes contends that themes based on universal foundational images reside in and are
transmitted generationally through the collective unconscious, which is referenced throughout an individual’s experience in
order to make sense of that experience. There is then, a profoundly visceral and instinctive agreement on the gestalt of these
universal themes and how they apply to the human condition throughout space and time. The inherent nature of projective
tests, such as the Rorschach Inkblot, necessitates that the stimulus is ambiguous and thus elicits responses that reflect the
unconscious inner psyche of the respondent. As the development of the Rorschach inkblots was relatively random and
serendipitous - i.e., the inkblots were not engineered to elicit a specifically defined response - it would stand to reason that
without a collective unconscious, every individual would interpret the inkblots in an individualized and unique way. Yet this is
not the case. Instead, common themes appear in the images of the inkblots and their interpretation that reflect this deeper
iconic understanding. This study analyzed the ten Rorschach inkblots in terms of Jungian archetypes, both with respect to the
form of images on each plate and the commonly observed themes in responses. Examples of the archetypes were compared to
each of the inkblots, with subsequent descriptions matched to the standard responses. The findings yielded clear and distinct
instances of the universal symbolism intrinsic in the inkblot images as well as ubiquitous throughout the responses. This
project illustrates the influence of the theories of psychologist Carl Gustav Jung on the interpretation of the ambiguous stimuli.
It further serves to demonstrate the merit of Jungian psychology as a valuable tool with which to understand the nature of
projective tests in general, Rorschach’s work specifically, and ultimately the broader implications for our collective
unconscious and common humanity.
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