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Abstract : Despite the international community’s galvanized efforts to achieve gender equality, the Arab world still lags behind
for their  sustained suppression of  diversity  and freedoms.  In Egypt,  homosexuals  are defamed and hunted not  only  by
authorities but also by politicized religious institutions and media platforms. The resultant state-sponsored homophobia is
reflected in media. This paper offers a critical discourse analysis of the representation of LGBTQs in Egypt’s local news articles
and movies in an attempt to investigate the underlying ideology. The results reveal a clichéd portrayal of homosexuals as a
social parasite that requires cleansing by the government. LGBTQs are depicted as an outcome of debauchery, unhappy
marriage, sexual deviancy, deficiency of masculinity/femininity, absence of the mother and/or father figure(s), abject poverty,
excessive wealth, psychiatric disorder, debased instincts, childhood sexual molestation, immorality, deviation from religion,
chaos, treason, conspiracy against the regime, to name only a few. This image, which is imposed and sustained by the state,
exposes homosexuals to a violation of their human rights by both the police and the society, endangers their lives, breeds
intolerance, social inequality and violence, prevents healthy coexistence; and deprives them of living a normal life.
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