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Abstract : The activities of Boko Haram terrorist group have become worrisome in Nigeria. Boko Haram killed innocent
civilians, destroyed schools, churches, military barracks, police stations, and other government establishments. The federal
government  of  Nigerian  Military  engaged  in  counter-insurgency  to  curtail  the  activities  of  Boko  Haram militant.  The
engagement of the military led to mass killing across the Northeast region. The reported cases of mass-killing led to petition
written to the International Criminal Court by the civil society organization as a result of denial by the military authorities of
their involvement. The investigation carried out by the International Criminal Court awash by denial of military involvement in
war crimes. As a result of this denial, the ICC called for further investigation of war crimes by the military. This study was
carried out among fifty-eight participants. In-depth interviews were conducted among the following participants: civilians 41;
human rights commission 5 and civil society 12. This study revealed that professional ethics is associated with denial of
military involvement in mass killing in the region. This study also revealed that denial is associated with personality. It was also
found that social attributes such as trauma, shame, ostracism, criticism, and punishment are found with denial. It is therefore
concluded in this study that protection is needed for war actors, so that situation of denial is minimal in post-conflict truth
findings.
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